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He said, “It’s 
been awhile [7 
since lve hada fj 


The weather, the 
hotel, the food. 
Everything was 

perfect. And then... 








Even though | 
didn't want 
him to leave, 


/T WAS TOO 


THE ALITUMN SE- 

MESTER BEGINS 

TODAY. DID YOU 
HAVE A NICE 
VACATION? 





stop him... 


THIS TIME, T 
HAVE TO 
TAKE OVER 
MY FATHER'S 
BUSINESS. 


Telling people 
why we sepa- 
rated was too 
embarrassing, 


AND HE SET 
THE CONDITION | 
THAT I HAVE TO 
MARRY WITHIN 
THE YEAR. 


I didn't even 


sot 
CAN'T HELP 
IT, RIGHT? 








The love that 
had dragged on 
for seven years... 








BY THE WAY, 
YOU LOOK 
PALE. ARE 


SORRY, I 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ASKED. 


YOU SICK? 


Good \uck 
with your 
class! 


Even after my 
vacation, | can't 
seem to concen- 


INEEDA 
trate on work. 


DISTRAC- 
TION. 


Meeting some- 
one and then 
parting from 

them is painful, 


VILL TAKE 
ATTENDANCE. 


We've known each 
other ever since we 
graduated from 
university. It had 
been a long time. 








I'm Nicolas Thomson, but 
*_-you can call me Nick. And 
*~ who might you be? 


I need some 
more time 
to forget. 


vey ight after you nati ve 
rated from onlege available? 


THEODOR. 


EXCUSE 


PULL YOLUR- 
SELF TO- 
GETHER. 


HOW MANY THOM- 
SONS ARE IN THIS 
WORLD? IS THIS 
GOING TO HAPPEN 
EVERY TIME I FALL 
FOR SOMEONE? 





HAVE A MINUTE 
OF YOUR TIME? 


HE SAT IN 
THE BACK OF 
THE CLASS 
FARLIER... 


SHOULD 
WE GRAB 
A CUP OF 
COFFEE? 


THIS MAY 
SEEM OUT 
OF NO- 


WELL DRESSED. 
1S HE RICH? 


HERE IS A 
LITTLE... 


I AM NOT AN 
ACADEMIC ADVI- 
SOR, WHAT DO 
YOU WANT TO 
TALK TO ME 
ABOUT? 





WHY ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT NICK? 


ABOUT GET- 
TING MARRIED, 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
DO IT? 


OH... OH, YEAH! 
YOU'RE NICK'S 
BROTHER? 


ARE YOU GOING 
TO MARRY NICK? 


SIBLINGS? 
I HAVE ONE 
BROTHER. 


MENTION 
IT ONCE... 











THEY'RE 
BROTHERS, 
YET HE'S 
UNAWARE? 








NICK AND T 
AIN'T GETTING 
MARRIED. WE 
SEPARATED. 


| KNOW NEARLY NN 


EVERYTHING 
ABOUT MY 
BROTHER'S 
LIFE. 
HOW DO YOU 
KNOW ABOLIT MY 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH NICK? DID 
HE TELL YOU? 


IT'S ONLY 
RECENTLY 
THAT I'VE 
BEEN IN THE 
DARK. 


WELL, NOT 
EXACTLY, 
BLT... 


























BUT OF 
COURSE THAT 
WASN'T IT... 


AS I KNOW MY 
BROTHER, I 
WOULD'VE BEEN 
APPALLED IF HE 

WAS TO GET MAR- 
RIED TO SUCH A 

BORING PERSON. 










WELL, YOU WERE 
























You know what? AFTER ALL, HE GOING OUT FOR A 
This is my first time CAN'T BE ANY- LONG TIME, SO I 
meeting this person. ONE'S PARTNER GUESS MY BROTH- 
YOU CAN'T Do really have to AS: HE SAN UN= ER REALLY DID 
TELL ME... listen to this? ete His BEST. 





DO YOU KNOW 
WHO HE'S 
MARRYING? 





OR RATHER... 






YOU'RE TRYING TO 
SHAKE ME UP TO GET 
INFORMATION OUT OF 
ME. ISN'T IT WEIRD TO 
ASK ME THIS? 

















WELL, LITTLE 
BROTHER, THIS IS. 
WHAT HAPPENED. 
YOU DON'T SEEM 
TO KNOW MLICH, 
SO T'LL ENLIGHT- 
EN YOu. 


IF HE HAD PRO- 
POSED TO ME, I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT 
I WOULD'VE DONE. 





HE DESPERATELY 
THOUGHT THAT IF 
WE WENT TO THE 
RESORT TOGETH- 










ER, WE MIGHT 
HAVE A CHANGE Tue SUMMER 
OF HEART. 
BUT HE CAME 






AFTER ME. 





DON'T GET 
ME WRONG, I 
DON'T WANT 
TO LIE. 





YOUR BROTHER 
WAS INSUF- 
FERABLE, BUT 
WE HAD BEEN 
GOING OUT 
FOR A WHILE. 


YEAH, I'D 
SAY IT WAS 
BECAUSE 
OF THAT. 


THAT'S ALL 
THERE IS TO IT. 
I ENDED IT. 


WHAT A 
SCARY 
FACE. 
ENRAGED. 














That's a little 
dramatic, isn't it? 


Why are you mad when 
your own brother 
doesn't even like you? 








PROFESSOR... ARE 
YOU TRYING TO TELL 
ME YOU THREW MY 
BROTHER AWAY? 


APPARENTLY YOU 
DON'T KNOW MUCH 
ABOUT NICK'S 
RECENT SITUATION. 


I THINK HE'S GETTING 
MARRIED... BECALISE 
HE HASN'T GOT 


OVER ME YET. 


THAT'S PROB- 
ABLY WHY 
HE'S IN SUCH 
A HURRY TO 
Do IT. 










He must be 
in shock. 












All he has to Don't get 
do is call Nick too mad) 

and I'll be 

X 


uncovered, 






THIS IS TO 
BE TOLD IN 
SCHOOL. 





CLANG 








THIS IS 
PERSONAL 
INFORMA- 
TION. 













WE'LL ONLY 
SEE EACH 
OTHER IN 

CLASS. 


EVEN IF I’M 
CRITICIZED, 
ILL JUST 
IGNORE IT. 





IWON THE 
CONVERSA- 
TION. IT'S IM- 
[\ PoRTANT TO 
/ | FEEL GOOD 

ABOUT IT. 













YOu 
NEED TO 
GE FAIR.. 






I'MINA 
HIGHER 
POSITION 
THAN HIM. 























I CAN'T BE- 


IT'S CERTAINLY LIEVE IT. 


NOT LIKE NICK TO 
(el a Ae GET MARRIED 
ek CONSIDERING HIS 
GUY LIKE VIEW ON /T. 


ee 





I DION'T LIKE 
THE THOUGHT 
OF HIM BEING 
IN A RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
WITH THAT 
PERSON. 





/SN'T MAR- 
RIAGE WAY 
TOO SUDDEN 
TO BEGIN 
WITH? 





Htwas only a 
small lie... This 
WHY WERE 1 4./ feels like an 
You WATING ‘she wad?” © ambush 
How do 
you know 
where = 
live? Zaear 


I'M JUST 


WALKING IN |” 
THE SAME 
DIRECTION. 


I WANTED TO 


HE'S DERANGED! GO WITH YOU. 





WHAT ARE 
YOUR HOBBIES? 















WHAT 






SONGS DO WHAT KIND OF 
/ ~Y YOU LIKE? MOVIES DO 
LH YOU LIKE? 








WHAT 
" BANDS DO 
= YOU LIKE? 






x 

I SEE, YOU 35 YEARS wuars 

now Har OLD. 6 FEET ule Al oF 

MUCH AL- TALL*. NO A SUDDEN? 
READY. SIBLINGS. 


I LOOKED IT 

UP EARLIER. DON'T ASK ME PER- 
SONAL QUESTIONS. 
ASK ME ABOUT MY 


WANT To — 
. ACADEMIC BACK- 
KNOW MORE : GROUND 


ABOUT YOU, 


3% ABOUT 1BOCM 

















AND IT IS TRUE 
THAT YOU HAD 
KNOWN NICK A 
LONG TIME. 





BUT THERE 
ISN'T ANY- 
THING SPECIAL 
ABOUT YOU. 


SPECIAL. 












INTELLIGENT 




















AND ACCOM- 

THERE'S NO PLISHED. HE 

WAY ANYONE DOESN'T LACK 
COULD HATE ANYTHING. 

" THAT'S WHY 
CONFUSING EVERYONE 


LIKES HIM. 


/ DON'T GET IT. 
v 





EVEN $0, 
YOUR PER- 
PLEXITY 
DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE 
SITUATION, 


| WANT TO. 
KNOW MORE 
ABOUT YOU. 


I WANT TO 

KNOW Ev- 

ERYTHING! 
TELL ME! 








What'the 
matter with 
this guy? 
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POU Rata 
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SN uae CM 
Pa Ee 
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“You never wanted to 
marry me, did you?" 







Louis?" 


} “| don't understand, NN 
eX 


What? 


How did you 
not find out? 


rag 
a ECR Uy 
LV 


SCR Ed 
to contact your 
family to verify if | 
PCR CIT mud 
RUM Ld 





GIVE IT YOUR 
BEST SHOT. 


BUT I BET YOU WILL 

NEVER LINDERSTAND 

YOUR BROTHER AS 
WELL AS I DO, 


IF HE HAS SO 
MANY QUES- 
TIONS, HE 
SHOULD JUST 
ASK HIS 
BROTHER. 


N—)"| 


What will you 
do about it? 





THERE WAS A 
PERSON OUT 
THERE YOU 
COULDN'T 
KEEP... 
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THERE'S NO WAY AH, THIS 1S SO 
HE'LL STALK ME 7 PEACEFUL. 
HERE, THOUGH, 


J’VE FELT OFF 

om SINCE THAT LiN- 
PLEASANTNESS 

THIS MORNING. 


FINE BY ME 


Se ON, 
BREFER IT IF \_ 
Wy Slike you 


INSTEAD? 





IS THAT THE 
BOOK PROFES- 
YEAH, THERE WAS A SOR PEGI LISES 
MISPRINT IN THE OLD IN HIS CLASS? 
VERSION. HE SAID 
HE'S USING THE NEW 
EDITION FOR THIS 
SEMESTER. 


THERE YOU GO. 


WRONG WITH 
HIM. 








WELL, PEGGY 
AND I ARE ON 
GOOD TERMS 
SHOULD YOU 
NEED ANY 
HELP. 





THESE DON'T 
LOOK LIKE LEC- 
TURE NOTES... 


SOME 
PERSONAL 
WRITING? 





I WAS Just 
PICKING UP WHAT 
SPILLED OUT OF 
YOUR BAG. 
I GUESS 
THAT WAS 
PRIVATE. 


A “thank you” 
would oe nice 


DID You 
WRITE IT? 





I's Gor 
NOTHING TO. 
DO WITH YOu. 


WELL, I'D LIKE 
10 GET TO 
KNOW YOU. 


WE SHOULD BE 
MORE OPEN AND 
HONEST WITH 
EACH OTHER, 


IT WAS JUST 
TO KILL TIME... 


PLEASE KEEP 
IT A SECRET. 












Are you 
embarrassed...? 


He's such a kid. 







DIDN'T 
HAVE A 
SINGLE 

CREATIVE 
BONE IN 
HIS BODY. 


PROFESSOR, I.NEED TO 
PREPARE 
FOR MY NEXT 
cass. 


00 YOU HAVE 
SOME TIME 


ALL RIGHT. WHAT 
ABOUT AFTER 
THOSE? 


I WAS PLAN- 
NING ON RE- 
LAXING AT 
HOME. 





HOW DID YOU GET 
‘MY NUMBER...? 


ir WoRr cone NEVERMIND, 


TACT YOU, SO 
DON’T EXPECT 
ANYTHING. 


I'M GOING TO 
REPORT YOUR 
STALKER ASS. 
TO THE COPS 
LATER. 


UGH, IT WILL BE 
EIGHT BY THE 
TIME I GET 
BACK HOME, 


OH GOOD, 
YOU'RE STILL 
HERE. THE 
DEAN WANTED 
TO TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 


Ca etng 
See 


ex 
y 


baa 
Pee a) 
Em 


I'LL JUST RELAX 
WITH A NICE 
SHOWER AND HAVE 
SOME DINNER. 


T gust 
TEXTED YOU 
MY NUMBER. 
LET ME KNOW 
WHEN YOU'RE 
DONE. 





THEY BETTER 
GRANT ME TENURE 


HM? AM I 
FORGETTING 
SOMETHING? 








I THOUGHT YOU 
“WEREN'T GOING 
TO CONTACT’ ME. 





































50 WHAT DID 
YOU NEED ME 
FOR, ANYWAY? 





I DIONT 
HAVE ANY- 
THING SPE- 

CIFIC IN MIND. 













WHY DID} 
INDEED... 





FIGURED 
AS MUCH... 


THIS 1S PROB- 
ABLY GOING 
70 TURN OUT 

HORRIBLY, 

BUT... 


IT's YOUR 
FIRST Tl 
THE LEGAL ~_ GONG our 
DRINKING AGE a FOR DRINKS? 
IN NEW YORK 4 
16 at... 


YOU'VE 
NEVER GONE 
DRINKING 
I DON'T WITH YOUR 
HAVE ANY FRIENDS? REALLY? AT 
FRIENDS. YOUR AGE? 


















HOW IS. 


















oat ave marae 
ME THAT BROTHER 
LOOKS LOVED To am oe ve 
YOU'RE THE GO OUT FOR : 
‘ONE WHO DRINKS. 
WANTED TO 


MEET UP. 













HE CAN 
REALLY 
HOLD HIS 
LIQUOR. 


HERE, THIS 
IS A STRONG 
ONE. 







AND I 
NEEDED A 
DRINK. 


LET'S TOAST TO... 

















Wea 


WHAT ELSE? 





YOU SAID HE 

COULD HOLD 

HIS LIQUOR. 
WHAT ELSE DID 
HE DRINK BE- 
SIDES BEER? 


wHars 
THIS KID 
THINKING? 


THE STRONGEST 
DRINK NICK'S 
EVER DOWNED. 








T'S TOO MUCH FOR A 


ef LIGHTWEIGHT. THINK 


YOU'RE UP TO IT, 





MR. BROTHER- 
LOVING PSYCHO? 


IT'S A SHOT, SO 
YOU NEED TO 
KNOCK IT BACK 
ALL AT ONCE. 












THOMSON! 


four 
STOMP 


YOU ALIVE? 


THANK GOD! 





YOU SMACKED 
YOUR HEAD 
PRETTY GOOD. 
DOES IT STILL 
HURT? 


WANT ME TO 
GET YOU AN 
ICE PACK? 


SHOULD I 
TAKE YOU 
TO THE 
EMERGENCY 


STOP 
TREATING 
ME LIKE A 

XID. 


SIT DOWN. 
TILL CALL 
YOU A CAB. 


I’M YOUR 
PROFESSOR, 
YET I LeT 
YOU GET 
WASTED. 


ALREADY. 


ENOUGH... 


















I'D GET SO 
EMBARRASSED 
WHEN WE WENT 
OUT WITH OUR 
FRIENDS. 








HE REALLY 
COULD HANDLE 
HIS BOOZE. 


WHEN T WAS 

YOUR AGE, I 

DIDN'T KNOW: 
MY LIMITS. 





I NEED 
ATAXI, 
PLEASE. 


ONLY ONCE, 
THOUGH. 


Tees 


BUT YOU ARE 
STILL A KID... 


up To THAT 
POINT, NO, 
BUT I GOT 

CLOSE... WHY'S HE 

ACTING SO 

FAMILIAR 

ALL OFA 


Stop assuming things. 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT IT, ONCE 
YOU LEARN YOUR 
CLITOFF POINT, 
THIS WON'T 
HAPPEN AGAIN. 


DID You 
EVER PASS. 


YAR 
concerned... 


Ed 


I DION'T 
MEAN TO 
TREAT YOU 
LIKE ONE 


NICK DRANK UNTIL 
HE PASSED OUT 
WHEN HE WAS 
YOUR AGE, TOO. 





| WAS SO IM- 
MATURE BACK ff 
THEN. 


IF I’M SO MUCH 
LIKE NICK... 


WHY DON'T YOU 
SPREAD YOUR fF 
LEGS FORME? ff 


$0 WHAT'S 
STOPPING US? 











NOT WHAT YOU 
EXPECTED? 


WOULD HAVE 
ENJOYED THAT 
kiss. 





FOR ALL YOUR 
TALK EARLIER, 
YOU SURE GET 
SCARED EASILY. 


HATEFUL 
BASTARD. 
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HEY, YOU 
SHOULD TAKE A 
CAB HOME! T'LL 


CALL YOU ONE. 





s FINDS 
HIM DEAD IN A DITCH 
SOMEWHERE. 


I’M NOT 
FOLLOWING 
you. 


THE STATION 
IS THAT WAY. 
TAKE A TURN 


WHAT? I 
HAVE TO TAKE 
THE suBWAY 
HOME, TOO. 


HAVE IT 


HEY, 
CAN YOU 
EVEN WALK 
STRAIGHT? 





YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO 
SHOULD HAVE 
TAKEN A CAB, 


es 
aa 

= 
28 
gs 
Gu 
Fa 





WILL YOU 
KNOCK IT— 


DON’T YOU THINK 

YOU OWE ME AN 

APOLOGY BEFORE 
YOU LEAVE? 


T COULDN'T 
00 IT. 





I WAS AFRAID. 


AND I WAS 
PISSED OFF 
BECAUSE YOU 
IGNORED ME. 


YOU CLAIM 
TO HAVE NO 


FRIENDS. 
AND JUDGING BY 


THE WAY YOU ACT, 
L.CAN TELL YOU 
PROBABLY DON'T 
HAVE A LOVER, 

EITHER, 


IF YOU DON'T 
REALLY LOVE 
ANYONE... 


WAIT A 
MINUTE... 





EVEN THOUGH 
YOU SAID IT'S 
FINE... 


THERE'S NO WAY 
COULD... MAKE 
OUT WITH YOU. 




















COULD IT 
BE THAT... 


YOU'RE 
WORRIED... 


THAT YOU AREN'T AS 
GOOD OF A FUCK AS 
YOUR BROTHER? 


YOU REALLY 
ARE A PIECE 
OF WORK. 


T NEVER WOULD 
HAVE IMAGINED 
THAT YOU— 


I'M NOT AN 

OBJECT, YOU 

KNOW. DO I 

REALLY NEED 

TO TELL YOU DID YOU COME 
THAT? UP WITH THAT 

WHEN YOU FIRST 
SAW ME? 





I CAN'T DRINK LIKE 
MY BROTHER, I'M 
NOT AS SMART, AND 
MY PERSONALITY IS 
TWISTED. 


I HAVE NO 
REDEEMING 
FEATURES. 


YET YOU STILL 
SAY THAT T REMIND 
YOU OF HIM... 


AFTER ALL, T’M 

JUST HIS LITTLE 
BROTHER. I'M NO 
MATCH FOR HIM. 


EVERYONE 
SAYS SO. 


I KNOW VERY WELL 
JUST HOW WICKED AND 
DISGUSTING T AM. 





THIS IS KIND OF 


EMBARRASSING... 





I LOOKED 
LIKE A GOD- 
DAMN BUM. 


I WISH I 
WERE LIKE 
YOUR BRO- 
THER TOO. 


WHY'D YOU 
PICK UP THAT 
DIRTY THING? 


All, I GOT CAR- 
RIED AWAY AND 
SAID TOO MUCH. 





YOU SHOULD GET ON 
THE TRAIN. I'M GOING 
THE OTHER WAY. 


PLEASE 
STAN? AWAY 
FROMTHE 
PLATFORM 
EPGE... 





YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO BE LIKE HIM. 


THERE IG AX 
TRAINTOY 
AFFROACH- 

ING THE 
STATION. 
























ESPECIALLY 
WHEN TRAINS 
ARE APPROACH- 
ING ANP LEAVING 
THE STATION. 


WHAT A 
LONG DAY... 


BECAUSE 
OF THAT 
KID, 
STAN? CLEAR OF 
THE £LOSINE 
POOR? , PLEASE. 


AH, DAMMIT! 



















I couldn't get the 
memories of Nick 


out of my head. Truth is... 





/ When | was hanging out 
with that kid... Spending 
all that time together... 


He wasn't the only one... 


Who was obsessed with Nick. 


m1 | 





That's right. 


I don’t have to hate him to 
constantly think about him. 


One week 
later. 








BY THE END OF 
THE WEEK. 








SO THIS WHOLE WEEK 
YOU'VE BEEN ACTING LIKE 
YOUNE BEEN aN NOW YOU WANT 70 


SAYING INAPPRO- ‘ RRY? 
PRIATE THINGS SNE COSY: 


RIGHT FROM THE 
‘START, YOU 
KNOW. 


I’M PRETTY SURE 
THAT, FOR WHATEVER 
REASON, YOU WANTED 

ME TO HATE YOU, 


IF THATS 
THE CASE, THEN 
THERE'S NO POINT 
IN APOLOGIZING. 





OF COURSE, 
AT HIS AGE, 


\ GOING TO GET 
ALL RIGHT, I'LL =e WASTED AND 
GO EASY ON YOU. : START SHIT... 


DID YOU FEEL SICK 
AFTERWARDS? 





MY HEAD WAS: 
MY BRUISE 
HURT LIKE KILLING ME AND 


CRAZY. 


L.WANTED TO 
THROW UP... 


I COULDN'T EVEN 
GET OUT OF BED 
THE NEXT DAY. 
















YEAH... 
YOU OUGHT TO 
STOP WITH THE 
DRINKING. 


ONE THING'S 
FOR SURE... 
YOU'RE NOT 
LIKE YOUR 

BROTHER AT 
ALL. 










This whole week... 


I've been doing a 
lot of thinking, 


And |'ve made 


| need to stop taking my 
anger out on this kid. 


I’m the one who screwed up 
by lying, so! might as well 
Just put an end to this. 


And make sure we stay 
the hell away from each 
other from now on— 











[thought I'd already 


made up my mind. 


| recognized this 
number all too well. 


As soon | saw it, | 
knew exactly who 
messaged me, 


Ce SU DCRR Included in the 
an Dm ane ae Dea 


Co 


Hey, my/bad: 
Looks\like\you're stilliin 
myjrecenticontactsjlist:.. 





SEN ees Became Oh, so you just happened 
Pm La Se Un RL to send that by accident? 
RO met ae Ra a ay Cia 


through my mind... 


| To\break 
something... 





You didn't shake off 
my hand like before. 
Vil do what | 
have to do, but... 


IT'S MY FAULT 
YOU WERE HURT, 





Please\forivelmes 


$0 INSTEAD T’LL 

TELL YOU WHY T 

LOVED NICK SO 
MUCH, 


THERE'S NO NEED 
TO WORRY ANYMORE. 





Pe ee 
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IT’S ALL 
RIGHT. 


NO ONE EVER 
COMES HERE IF 
THERE AREN'T 
ANY LECTURES. 


Caution 
Cleaningin 
progre 


i 
S 


JUST LIKE 
BACK THEN. 


} 








OH, BY “BACK 
THEN," I WAS 
TALKING ABOUT 
WHEN NICK AND 
I WERE IN 


HE WAS REALLY 
INTO DOING IT IN 
PLACES LIKE 
THIS. DOES THAT 
CHANGE YOUR 
MIND ABOUT 
YOUR BROTHER? 





WE WOULD WHENEVER 
HAVE OUR THE COAST 
TRYSTS HERE. WAS CLEAR... 


WHAT DO 
I THINK OF 
THAT...? 


UM, NOTHING, 
REALLY. 








YOU DON'T 
WANT TO 
SHIT TALK 


‘CAUSE YOU 
DON'T WANT 
70 BE COM- 
PAREDTO 
HIM, RIGHT? 


SEEMS TO ME 
LIKE YOU'RE IN 
DENIAL OF YOUR 

INFERIORITY COM- 

PLEX TOWARDS 

YOUR BROTHER. 


I7’S GOT 
NOTHING TO 
20 WITH ME... 





'SCUSE ME, I'M 
GONNA HAVE TO 
BORROW YOUR 

BAG FORA 
MINUTE. 


YOU SPEAK 
TO YOUR 
PROFESSOR? 


ALL RIGHT...? 


YOU'RE HARD 


JUST DON'T WANT 
TO GET MY KNEES 
ALL SCLIFFED UP. 





WELL, THEY'RE 
BUILT PRETTY b/ 
MULCH THE SAME. ‘ y, 


ERS, AFTER ALL. 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE... 


MY JAW'S: 
PROBABLY 
GONNA HURT. 




















Lf pod 


LF 4 
\ i SG oof, 


 / 
am 





EXACTLY A 
FAN OF FACE- 
PLUCKING. 
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PLEASED, HUH? 





I MEAN, IT’S 
NOT LIKE T 
GAVE YOU A 


HEAD’S UP, 











WAIT A BIT 
BEFORE YOU 
COME OUT. 











Id be embarrassed if 
| wasn't so disgusted 
with myself. 


My boyfriend dumps 
me, so I get pissed... 






And end up going 
down on his brother? 


Who's the piece Louis, you're a real 
of shit now? piece of work... 





: I WOULDN'T 
= ale = WANT TO DATE A = u = — 
=< - = 3 SLUT LIKE ME. a 7 = 














WHY? YOU 


WANT ONE? YOU SMOKE? 


He didn't notice 
when he was 
Stalking wne 


oo 


eavies? 





YEAH, 
RIGHT! AS IF 
T'D ACTUALLY 

LET YOu, 


IF YOU WANT 
A CIG, YOU'D 
BETTER COUGH 
UP, THE CASH. 
$10 EACH. 













WHY HAS 
HE GOTTEN 
POLITE ALL 
OFA 
SUDDEN? 


















HAS HE 
BEEN RE- 
PLECTING 

ON HIS BE- 

HAVIOR? 





I'M 
HEADING 
our. 





OR HE'S STILL 
IN SHOCK BE- 
CALISE I STOLE 
HIS FIRST KISS? 






ALL RIGHT, 
TAKE CARE. 


BEING DRIVEN 
BY HIS DICK. 


THOMSON, 
YOU FLICKERE 
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UGH, I LOST MY 

CHANCE TO GET 

ENOUGH SLEEP 
AGAIN... 





POM NR UOT La Sa OU RUC 
Pa PR ee 









Even though he said 
he loved my brother... 


That doesn't necessarily mean 
he was telling the truth. 


He always pissed 
me off with his 
childish behavior... 


But | could never 
figure out what 
he's thinking... 


“LET ME STAY BY 
YOUR SIDE..." 


EVEN IF I 
WERE TO SAY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT... 












AND 
EVEN IF HE 
WAS MY 
BROTHER'S 
BOYFRIEND... 


NO ONE 
WOULD BE 
INTERESTED 
/N SOMEONE 
LIKE ME. 





Was it devastating for 
my brother when the two 
of them broke up? 


| always thought my perfect brother 
was incapable of such feelings. 
















THEY 
SUDDENLY 
CHANGED THE 
DAY OF PRE- 
SENTATION. 
THERE WAS 
NOTHING T 
COULD DO 
ABOUT IT. 













YOU KNOW 
I'M KINDA BUSY 
THESE DAYS... 





I'M NOT 
ASKING 
you TO 
VOLUNTEER 
YOUR PLEASE, 
TIME... I'M BEGGING 





AS SOON 
AS I'M BACK, 
T'LL RETURN 
THE FAVOR. 

PLEASE~ 


REALLY? 


I OWE 
YOU ONE! 
32 





course Lim 
Started... 


TO MY PLACE 
AND HELP ME 
OUT WITH MY 
WORK A BIT. 















































I DION'T 
REFUSE 
AFTER ALL, 








COME IN. 


AND 
YOU DIDN'T 
EVEN GET 










OVERTHINK 






















I LEAVE 
MY SHOES AT 
THE DOOR, 
SO TAKE 
YOURS OFF. 





KNOW PEGI? 
HIS SCHEDULE 
SUDDENLY 
CHANGED, SO 
HE ASKED ME 
TO DO HIM A 






THESE DAYS, 





I DON'T HAVE BOTHER- 
ALL YOU ANY TIME SOME, BUT T 
NEED TO DO IS THOUGH. PROMISED T 
JUST TYPE LIP WOULD HELP, 


A SUMMARY 


OF EACH 
PARAGRAPH. he 


HUH? WHY 
AM I THE ONE 
YOU TURNED 
TO FOR HELP? 


BUT GUESS WHAT, 
I DON'T HAVE MANY 
FRIENDS MYSELF, 
ALMOST NONE OF 
WHOM T COULD 
TURN TO LIKE THIS. 


THIS HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH BEING 
A NOVELIST. 


I'VE BEEN 
TEASING YOU 
ABOUT NOT 
HAVING ANY 

FRIENDS. 


BESIDES, 


WORKING ON 
BECOMING A 
NOVELIST, 
RIGHT? 





IALSO 
WANTED TO 
KNOW /F YOU'D 
ACTUALLY 


SHOW UP. 


WANT SOME 
ICED COFFEE? 



















T HAVE TO 
SAY YOU REALLY 
GOT THE TALENT 
FOR WRITING 
AFTER LOOKING 
AT YOUR PAPER. 










IT BE TOO 
DIFFICULT? 


AREN’ 
YOU PLANINNG 
ON MAKING IT 
YOUR MAJOR? 










AND IF NICK 
TAKES OVER JUDGING BY 
THE FAMILY HIS CLOTHES, 
BUSINESS... HE'S NOT 
STRUGGLING. 







THIS BRAT'S 
FROM A RICH 
FAMILY. 


Did you feel the same 
way as Theo whenever 
you looked at me? 


HE'S GOT THE 
FREEDOM TO 00 
WHATEVER HE 
WANTS, EVEN 
IF IT'S NOT 
LUCRATIVE, 


I FINISHED 
THIS CHAP- 
TER. 


leah in... 


T THINK YOU 
DID QUITE 
WELL... 





), Getting all 
\worked up on 
(|!) your own. 


Did I also look 
this piteous? 












LOOKS LIKE 
THERE ISN'T 









DID YOu NYT 
FIGURE IT OUT NORE vote 
BY NOW? WHAT 
NEW, D LIKE TO KNOW 
FROM ME? Caran 
NOW, HUH? 








AND TO BE 
HONEST... 


I'VE 
ALREADY 
FORGOTTEN 
WHAT IT 
WAS I 
WANTED TO 
KNOW IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


FOR THE 
PAST SEV- 
ERAL DAYS 
I'VE BEEN 
THINKING. 


IT WOULD STILL 
BE IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ME TO FULLY 
UNDERSTAND YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIM. 


NO. 
T HAVEN'T. 


NO MATTER 
HOW HARD I 
TRY TO COPY 
MY BROTHER, 





TO POSSESS 
YOU, TO THE 
POINT WHERE 
MY BROTHER 
CAN'T EVEN 
RECOGNIZE 
you. 


YOU'LL STOP 
IMITATING YOUR 
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THE REASON 
YOU APPROACHED 
ME IN THE FIRST 
BUT AFTER PLACE WAS BE- 
I BLOW YOU CALISE OF NICK. 
ONCE, YOU 
THINK YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
FALLEN FOR 
Me? 


HUH? YOU 
CAUGHT ON? 


DID YOU THINK 
TM A FOOL OR 
SOMETHING? 


MY 


BROTHER'S 
ALWAYS BEEN 
IN MY HEAD. 


CONSTANTLY 
WONDERING, 
"WHAT SHOULD I 
DO TO BE MORE 
LIKE HIM?" AND 
WHAT WOULD 
HE DO IN THIS 

SITUATION?" 





DRINKING. 


TO CONTINUE 
HAVING ALL 


NO, NOT AT 
ALL. RIGHT 
NOW YOLI'RE 
SO CHILDISH, 
THERE'S NO 
WAY T LIKE 
YOU... 


YOU EVEN 
INVITED ME TO 
YOUR PLACE SO 
THAT YOU COULD 
TEASE ME AND 
FOOL AROLIND. 


AND YET T 
CAME HERE... 


YOU'RE 
ALL | THINK 
ABOUT. 


YOU'RE 
ONLY INTER- 
ESTED IN 
FUCKING ME. 


You don't mean it... 





Please don't tell me | 
had the same look 
on my face when | 

was with Nick. 


H's seary to even 
think about it. 


SPEAK 
WITH HIM. 


IT’S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE WE 
TALKED TO EACH 

OTHER. HE'S 
ALWAYS TRYING 

TO AVOID ME. 


WELL, OF 
COURSE NICK 
UNDERSTANDS: 

ME BETTER. 

WE WERE TO- 
GETHER FOR 

A LONG 

‘TIME. 


HE CONTACTED 

ME ABOUT THE 

REHEARSAL 
DINNER. 





Theo prefers 
cold drinks. louis likes hot 
beverages. 





